
CALL FOR PAPERS 

European Traditions: Integration or Disintegration?’ 

13-16 April 2011 

XVIIth European Forum of Young Legal Historians  

Maastricht, the Netherlands 



The international graduate and post-graduate conference ‘European Traditions: Integration 
or Disintegration?’ of the European Association of Young Legal Historians will take place at 
Maastricht University in the Netherlands, from 13-16 April 2011, Wednesday-Saturday 
(www.maastrichtuniversity.nl). 
 
The European Forum of Young Legal Historians has grown into the leading conference for 
young researchers in legal history in Europe and the world. Maastricht University, a truly in-
ternational university at the heart of Europe, and currently celebrating its VIIth Lustrum pro-
vides the perfect location for the XVIIth Forum. 
 
European legal traditions have always known centralising and de-centralising forces:  
Justinian’s Corpus iuris, the Medieval ius commune of Roman and Canon law, the usus mod-
ernus pandectarum, the current European harmonisation efforts all have an integrative char-
acter to a certain extent. Simultaneously the ius proprium, as in customary law, including 
the English Common law, as well as, most particularly, the national codifications of the 19th 
century, and the study of these laws, demonstrates the diversity of European legal tradi-
tions. We are interested in papers and posters addressing these often contrasting develop-
ments, including their religious, philosophical, political, social or economic background. In-
terdisciplinary and comparative approaches are therefore most welcome. 
 
You are strongly encouraged to give your presentation in English, as it is the current Euro-
pean lingua franca; French and German are also accepted, but be aware that this will reduce 
your audience. 
 
Apart from the regular presentations, we will again have a ‘poster session’ or ‘poster walk’ 
during one of the afternoons: in several rounds you will be able to present and discuss your 
poster with various small groups of interested participants. Particularly PhD-candidates just 
starting with their research are encouraged to submit a poster outline, since the poster ses-
sion will be a wonderful opportunity to obtain feedback on your project at an early stage. 
 
Submissions with a close connection to the theme are preferred, though traditional legal his-
tory subjects are also welcome, especially in respect of the poster session. 
 
Regular participation fee will be € 100; participants giving a paper or presenting a poster 
pay € 75. 
 

Please send your application (an abstract of max. 500 words and/or an outline of a poster 
and a short academic CV) to forum2011@aylh.org 

Deadline: 1 November 2010 
 

Further information on the Association of Young Legal Historians and past Forums is avail-
able on www.aylh.org. 

 
We look forward to your application and to welcoming you in Maastricht in Spring 2011. 

 
Emanuel van Dongen, Hester van der Kaaij, Mariken Lenaerts, Tanja van der Meer, Fé van 

Noortwijk, Janwillem Oosterhuis, Serban Vacarelu, Stefan Weishaar 
Maastricht University 

Department of Foundations and Methods of Law 
Bouillonstraat 1-3, 6211 LH Maastricht 

P.O. Box 616, 6200 MD Maastricht 
The Netherlands 

www.maastrichtuniversity.nl  


